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Welcome to the fifteenth edition of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network Newsletter!

Here you will find news about the 8.7 Network, the impact of our work across all regions,
useful resources and tools, as well as our latest updates and activities.

@CMW87network
www.commonwealth-87.org

Commonwealth 8.7 Network LinkedIn
Commonwealth 8.7 Network Facebook

#Commonwealth87net

About the Commonwealth 8.7 Network

The Commonwealth 8.7 Network is an international, member-driven network of over 100 national
and local civil society organisations and individuals united by a common vision to eradicate
contemporary forms of slavery and human trafficking.

Our members work on diverse issues including survivor advocacy, direct assistance
and vocational training for survivors, child protection, women's rights, migrants’ rights, indigenous
peoples’ rights, and human rights due diligence for businesses. 

Founded by the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, the Commonwealth 8.7 Network is
named after the UN Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Target 8.7. The Network serves as a
knowledge-sharing platform working collaboratively to raise awareness, build capacity, and
advocate for legal and policy change. 

In 2019, the Commonwealth 8.7 Network received the Commonwealth Secretary-General’s Award
for Innovation for Sustainable Development.

Join us today and let's work together to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and human
trafficking!

https://www.commonwealth-87.org/become-a-member

Message from Adrian Alexander, Trinidad and Tobago,
Individual Member of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network

Dear 8.7 Network Members and Friends,

I am pleased to present the autumn edition of The 8.7 Quarterly Newsletter, which
focuses on a critical issue affecting not only our Network members but
also communities and individuals worldwide: the impact of climate change on
modern slavery in Small Island Developing States (SIDS). As we confront the
reality of climate change's pervasive effects, this edition highlights the urgent need
for action to protect populations in vulnerable populations.

With the 2024 United Nations Climate Change Conference (COP29), just around
the corner, global attention turns to advancing the goals established during COP28.
There is hope that COP29 will solidify commitments to limit global temperature rise
to 1.5 degrees Celsius and ensure robust protections for the most at-risk
communities. One promising development is the newly operational Loss and
Damage Fund, which could make crucial climate financing available. Additionally, the recent adoption of
the Multidimensional Vulnerability Index (MVI) by the United Nations is significant for the Caribbean and
other SIDS and Least Developed Countries (LDCs). This index considers climate vulnerabilities alongside
GDP, creating a more accurate basis for financial assistance.

Regardless of COP29’s outcomes, it is essential that civil society, academia, businesses, and government
entities across CARICOM continue to work together on comprehensive disaster management policies.
Effective laws and procedures must prioritise protecting vulnerable populations from the risk of
exploitation, human trafficking, and modern slavery in the face of climate-induced disasters. This all-of-
society, whole-of-government approach is vital to building resilience against both climate impacts and
human exploitation.

The urgency of this work cannot be overstated. According to World Bank estimates, by 2050, more than
143 million people may face displacement across sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and Latin America due
to climate change. Displaced individuals often lose their income, livelihoods, and family connections,
which dramatically increases their vulnerability to exploitation, trafficking, and other forms of modern
slavery. We must act now to address these interconnected challenges, ensuring that vulnerable
populations are protected from the compounded threats of climate change and modern slavery.

Adrian Alexander, Trinidad and Tobago, Commonwealth 8.7 Network 

Spotlight

On the Impact of Climate Change on Modern Slavery in Small Island Developing States

Human-induced climate change is increasingly affecting ecosystems and communities worldwide,
with more frequent and severe catastrophic climate events. In 2024, extreme heatwaves have
intensified, putting around 2.4 billion people—70% of the global workforce—at risk of extreme heat.
Other climate impacts, such as rising sea levels, warming sea-surface temperatures, and the
occurrence of deadly and unpredictable weather events, continue to escalate year after year. A UN
climate report warns  that the global average temperature is rapidly approaching the critical 1.5°C
threshold above pre-industrial levels set by the Paris Agreement, with the potential to breach this
limit in 2024. Beyond rising temperatures, the consequences of climate change are far-reaching,
including intense droughts, water scarcity, catastrophic storms, wildfires, melting polar ice, and the
loss of biodiversity.

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are particularly vulnerable to the severe impacts of climate
change due to factors such as their remoteness, small populations, reliance on ocean resources,
and import-dependence. Limited access to finance further exacerbates these vulnerabilities.
Climate-induced disasters, environmental degradation, and resource scarcity are expected to hit
the poorest and most vulnerable communities hardest, worsening socio-economic inequalities. By
deepening poverty, intensifying food and livelihood insecurities for highly vulnerable households,
and forcing migration,  climate change is increasingly pushing vulnerable communities into
situations of exploitation including modern slavery.

To address these challenges, governments, policymakers, international organisations and
advocates must work together to:

1. Strengthen Adaptation and Resilience: Support vulnerable regions, including SIDS, through
targeted climate adaptation programs to reduce socio-economic inequalities and enhance
resilience.

2. Promote Sustainable, Green Economies: Foster economic diversification, livelihoods, and
financial inclusion to mitigate migration pressures and reduce exploitation risks.

3. Integrate Anti-Slavery Policies into Climate Action: Embed human trafficking and
exploitation safeguards in climate policies to protect vulnerable communities from slavery
as a consequence of climate-induced disasters.

4. Raise Awareness and Advocate for Global Cooperation: Raise awareness of the links
between climate change and modern slavery, and advocate for international cooperation to
tackle these interconnected issues effectively.

By the Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative, Secretariat to the Commonwealth 8.7 Network. 

Climate Change, Migration, and Human Trafficking in the Caribbean: A Call for Integrated
Action
By Adrian Alexander, Trinidad and Tobago, Commonwealth 8.7 Network

Climate change is already having a significant impact on the Caribbean, evident in more frequent
and intense hurricanes, rising sea levels, warmer seas, and unpredictable rainfall patterns. This
environmental instability has far-reaching consequences on the economy, culture, and well-being
of Small Island Developing States (SIDS). Particularly, sectors such as fishing, agriculture, and
tourism are under severe pressure, while sea level rise threatens the very existence of coastal
cities and luxury resorts that are a cornerstone of the region’s economy.

8.7 Members' News

New projects and publications from our members

ACT Alberta, Canada hosted its inaugural "Human
Trafficking 101: Service Providers Essential" workshop,
designed to equip service providers with the knowledge and
tools to identify and assist victims of human trafficking. The
session focused on raising awareness, providing practical
guidance, and fostering collaboration among professionals in
the region working to combat trafficking.

Engage Now Africa, Ghana successfully completed the
construction of maternal health clinics in Kindia Town (Sierra
Leone), Gussi (Ghana), and Bishoftu and Ketta (Ethiopia).
The clinics were built in collaboration with local leaders and
community members, ensuring that they address specific
health needs and promote long-term sustainability in the
communities.

Defence for Children International, Ghana released its
annual report for 2023-2024, highlighting its key work in
promoting children's rights globally. The report covers critical
areas such as justice for children, violence against children,
issues faced by children on the move, and children affected
by armed conflict. It also emphasises the importance of child
participation and gender equality in advancing the well-being
of children worldwide.

International Cocoa Initiative, Ghana published a report on
the potential of landscape approaches to reduce child labour
in cocoa-growing regions. The study examines six landscape
initiatives in Côte d'Ivoire, Ghana, and Uganda, finding that
while evidence of impact is limited, these approaches could
foster coordinated action across stakeholders and help
address child labour on a meaningful scale.

In collaboration with European sustainable cocoa platforms,
ICI hosted a webinar on “Human Rights Due Diligence in the
Cocoa Sector: The Role of Retailers.” The event focused on
the crucial role retailers play in ensuring human rights due
diligence in the cocoa supply chain and emphasised the
importance of collaborative efforts to tackle human rights
issues in the sector.

Devatop Centre for Africa Development, Nigeria through its
TALKAM Human Rights ICT Lab initiative, hosted the
"Mastering Website Management and Content Publishing for
NGOs" webinar. The session brought together over 42
participants from Network Against Child Trafficking, Abuse,
and Labour (NACTAL) member organisations, equipping
them with the skills to effectively manage and publish content
on their websites.

Life Bloom Services International, Kenya celebrated the
graduation of 44 children peer counsellors after completing a
4-day training program. The event, attended by local
schools, community leaders, and over 500 attendees,
included a session led by the community chief on ending
trafficking and sexual exploitation of girls.

Street Children Empowerment Foundation, Ghana in
collaboration with Send a Smile, has launched its baseline
report for the Sisters Health and Rights Initiative (SHRI). This
initiative focuses on educating sexually exploited women and
girls about their sexual and reproductive health rights
(SRHR) to promote their independence and resilience.

In August 2024, Foundation for Integrated Social
Development, Sri Lanka hosted its 6th Asian Anti-Trafficking
Forum online, focusing on empowering partners and field
trainers to combat child sex trafficking. The forum, themed
'Leave No Child Behind in the Fight Against Sex Trafficking,'
aimed to strengthen efforts to prevent trafficking, find
sustainable solutions, and amplify community voices to
protect every child.

FISD conducted a training programme in Monaragala,
focusing on challenging harmful social norms related to the
sexual abuse of boys. The session engaged 50 young
participants through interactive activities and discussions
aimed at raising awareness and promoting positive societal
change.

Oasis, India celebrates 30 years of making a transformative
impact across India. For three decades, the organisation has
worked to empower women and children, providing them
with essential support, resources, and opportunities to build
brighter futures.

Destiny Reflection, India in collaboration with the U.S.
Consulate General Kolkata, has launched the "Bridging
Borders to Combat Gender-Based Violence (GBV)" project.
The initiative empowers indigenous women in Assam and
Nagaland, India, to address and tackle gender-based
violence within their communities.

The Awakening, Pakistan in partnership with the National
Commission for Human Rights (NCHR), hosted a session for
girls focused on understanding their rights. During the
session, students learned about their fundamental rights,
relevant protective laws, and how the 1413 helpline can offer
support in times of need.

It's a Penalty, United Kingdom has unveiled its impact report
for the Paris 2024 Olympics and Paralympics campaign. The
initiative, in partnership with the Paris 2024 Host Committee,
aims to raise awareness about human trafficking and
exploitation globally. The campaign provides tools to identify
trafficking signs and encouraged safe reporting, contributing
to global efforts in combating exploitation during major
international events.

Collective Action

The Commonwealth 8.7 Network Fourth Annual General Meeting

On 1 October 2024, the Commonwealth 8.7 Network held its fourth Annual General Meeting,
bringing together over 50 members from five regions: Africa, Asia, Europe, Americas and the
Caribbean, and the Pacific. This gathering provided members with an invaluable opportunity to
connect, share insights, and strategise collectively in support of SDG Target 8.7, which aims to
eradicate modern slavery, forced labour, and human trafficking.

Dr. Radaslow Malinowski  from Awareness Against Human Trafficking (HAART) delivered
the  keynote address, emphasising on  the importance of finding region-specific solutions rather
than relying on broader, one-size-fits-all models in addressing the complexities of modern slavery.
The meeting also included a review of the achievements of the Network’s four working groups.
Interactive group discussions offered a platform for members to actively shape the Network’s
future direction, aligning their aspirations with the Network's comprehensive three-year 8.7
strategy. This gathering fostered a welcoming environment for exchange, collaboration, and joint
efforts to tackle these critical global challenges.

           

                      Commonwealth 8.7 Network - Annual General Meeting (October 2024)

The 8.7 Network pushes for change at the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meetings
(CHOGM 2024)!

The 2024 Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) took place from 21 to 26
October in Apia, Samoa. Heads of State gathered to reaffirm their shared values and agree on
actions to improve the lives of people across the the 56 countries of the Commonwealth. The 8.7
Network played an active role leading up to and throughout this year’s CHOGM forums and side
events, advocating action beyond previous Commonwealth commitments
to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and human trafficking, and ensure that human rights
remain a priority on the CHOGM agenda.

Modern Slavery Statement 

Leading up to CHOGM 2024, over 250 organisations worldwide united to demand immediate
action against modern slavery and human trafficking. The call is clear for Commonwealth states
to: strengthen laws to eliminate exploitation, to address climate change to protect vulnerable
communities from trafficking, and to ensure education to break the cycle of child labour. This
collective call to action highlights the urgent need for targeted measures to combat modern
slavery, protect vulnerable populations, and implement survivor-centred policies. The time for
words has passed - governments must act now.

We thank all who endorsed the statement and joined in amplifying this crucial message. Read
the statement here.

CHOGM Side events

During CHOGM week in Samoa,  the 8.7 Network actively contributed to the following events:

On the Move and at Risk: Climate Change, Human Trafficking, and the Right to Safe
and Healthy Working Environments in the Commonwealth: CHRI co-led this side event
in collaboration with CTUG and IOSH to  explore how climate change heightens
vulnerabilities to trafficking and exploitation, impacting societal resilience and pushing
people into risky work environments. Network members from HAART Kenya and It’s a
Penalty joined this panel.
Commonwealth Women’s Forum: The Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative
(CHRI),  the Network’s Secretariat, moderated a critical discussion on gender equality to
discuss and identify effective initiatives, strategies, and programmes to prevent, reduce
and ultimately end Gender Based Violence. 
Gender Based Violence - A joined up approach: CHRI contributed to a side event led by
the Commonwealth Businesswomen’s Network on the economic and social impacts of
Gender Based Violence, advocating for the ratification of key international conventions.

The 8.7 Network was represented by members Winnie Mutevu from HAART Kenya and Elizabeth
Speller from It’s a Penalty UK, as well as Sneh Aurora, CHRI and 8.7 Network Management
Committee, and Ugonna Ukaigwe from CHRI, the 8.7 Secretariat.

At CHOGM 2024: Commonwealth 8.7 Network members and the Secretariat making their voices heard in

Apia, Samoa.

Follow the Commonwealth 8.7 Network on Facebook 

We encourage you to follow the Commonwealth 8.7 Network on Facebook! Stay updated with the
latest news, resources, and initiatives from the network and its members.

Here's what you can expect:
 Important updates: Be the first to know about our campaigns, events, and advocacy efforts in

the fight against modern slavery.
  Knowledge-sharing: Gain access to valuable resources, research, and best practices that

contribute to the eradication of modern slavery.
 Engage and connect: Join a community of like-minded individuals, organisations, and experts

who are passionate about human rights and combating exploitation.
 Call to action: Help us amplify our impact! By clicking the "Follow" button and inviting others to

join this important cause. Together, we can raise awareness, build capacity, and advocate for
change.
 Follow us now and become part of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network! Together, we can create a

world where freedom and dignity are universal rights.

Resources and Tools

Launch of new climate change and modern slavery hub
Anti-Slavery International, the International Institute for Environment
and Development (IIED), Ovibashi Karmi Unnayan Program (OKUP)

The Climate Change and Modern Slavery Hub aims to tackle the
pressing global issue of modern slavery in the context of climate-
induced migration. This initiative provides critical insights and
resources to address the intersection of these challenges.

Access the hub here.

Climate change and the modern slavery conundrum in Africa:
Reimagining the relevance of human rights law
Daniel Ogunniyi

While climate change is a major global ecological crisis, discussions
often focus solely on its existential threats, overlooking how it
exacerbates vulnerabilities to modern slavery. In Africa, climate
change is poised to intensify these challenges, posing significant
human rights risks. This paper explores two interconnected issues:
firstly, how the climate crisis induces modern slavery vulnerabilities
in Africa, and secondly, the effectiveness of the human rights
framework in addressing these challenges. 

Read the paper here.

Climate change and modern slavery in public procurement
Modern Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre

The growing links between modern slavery and climate change are
becoming increasingly apparent as the need for a just transition to a
low-carbon economy intensifies. Climate change is forcing
vulnerable populations, especially those dependent on primary
industries, to seek alternative livelihoods, often putting them at
greater risk of exploitation. This paper examines how these
intersecting vulnerabilities are addressed in public procurement, a
sector that can play a pivotal role in driving responsible practices
across both public and private operations. 

Find the research here.

Integrating policies addressing modern slavery and climate
change
Modern Slavery and Human Rights Policy and Evidence Centre

This research explores the connection between climate change and
modern slavery, highlighting how environmental disruptions such as
droughts or floods can increase vulnerabilities to exploitation. The
report calls for integrated policy solutions that address both issues,
with a focus on protecting those most at risk, especially women and
girls. Collaborative efforts across sectors are essential for mitigating
climate-induced modern slavery risks.

Find the report here.

Global value chain legislation, modern slavery, climate change,
and finance: Lessons from the European Corporate
Sustainability Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD)
Peer C. Zumbansen

This paper examines the European Parliament’s adoption of the
Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD), focusing
on the links between global value chains, environmental impact, and
the financial services sector. It explores the evolving efforts to
combat modern slavery and highlights the environmental and
financial dynamics that influence supply chain operations.

Read the paper here.

Taking vulnerabilities to labour exploitation seriously
Letizia Palumbo

This publication contributes to the ongoing debate on migrant labour
exploitation by examining the standards set by the European Union
and European countries for the protection of migrant workers.
Combining socio-legal and theoretical perspectives, it leverages
critical studies on vulnerability, exploitation, trafficking, and migrant
labour regimes. 

Read the book here.

Identifying victims of human trafficking
Matthew Davis

This book highlights the complex challenges in identifying victims of
human trafficking, including difficulties with self-identification and
distinguishing victims from other vulnerable groups such as
economic migrants, asylum seekers, refugees, and smuggled
persons. It closely examines environments where identification of
foreign victims is especially challenging or sometimes overlooked
entirely. 

Read the book here.

At what cost? Exploring the impact of forced labour in the UK
Justice and Care, The Centre for Social Justice

This report examines the critical challenges posed by forced or
compulsory labour in the United Kingdom and its far-reaching impact
on communities. It also outlines key actions the new government
must take to fulfill its commitments to a “New Deal for Working
People” and to “Take Back Our Streets.”

Find the report here.

Beyond Survival: Living free, not in survival mode, and being
able to dream again
Hope for Justice

This report examines what justice means to survivors of modern
slavery and their experiences in accessing essential support for
recovery. It draws heavily on the insights of those with lived
experience, including members of the Human Trafficking
Foundation’s Lived Experience Advisory Panel (LEAP), providing a
powerful perspective on their journeys beyond survival.

Read the report here.

Closing the loophole: Exploitation of migrant fishing workers
Focus on Labour Exploitation (FLEX)

The UK fishing industry’s growing dependence on non-European
Economic Area (EEA) migrant fishers to reduce labour costs has
exposed workers to systemic exploitation. Insufficient protections,
poor working conditions, and power imbalances between workers
and employers have exacerbated these issues. This briefing
examines how current systems enable such exploitation and offers
key recommendations to address these challenges.

Find the briefing here.

Join our Network!

Join us today and let's work to eradicate contemporary forms of slavery and human trafficking!
Together, we can raise awareness, strengthen skills, share good practices and advocate for
changes to laws and policies.

The Commonwealth 8.7 Network offers three membership categories for organisations and
individuals who share our vision. To learn more about how you can join, visit:
https://www.commonwealth-87.org/become-a-member

Send us your Stories!

If you are a member of the Commonwealth 8.7 Network and would like to be featured in the next
issue of our newsletter, we invite you to get in touch. And share your stories and photos!

Thank you!

Keep up to date with us via email and our social media platforms. 

Email YouTube Twitter LinkedIn Facebook

We are grateful to all those who have contributed to this edition of The 8.7 Quarterly newsletter
and invite you to share it with your networks.
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